
 34 

2.6 Reasons for changing demand 

 

There are a number of reasons for the movement of students into purpose-built accommodation: 

x Parents like purpose-built accommodation, its facilities and safety, but can’t afford it for the full student 
lifecycle. Features popular with students and their parents include ensuite facilities, internet access, 
security, on-site gyms, proximity to the city centre and the universities 

x Students tend to expect to live in purpose-built/halls of residence in their first year but more often than 
not move out for their second and third years.  Research in Nottingham showed that 46% of students 
surveyed indicated that they had a ‘strong preference’ for private rented accommodation while 21% had 
a ‘strong preference’ for larger developments. However, there is evidence that housing preferences 
change as students advance through their university careers, with the preference for a private rented 
house/flat increasing as the student progresses (37% of first-year students preferred private rented 
accommodation compared to 53% of those in their second/ subsequent year. 

Those opting for larger developments tend to mention the more functional aspects associated with this 
accommodation type such as ‘on-site management’, ‘new facilities’ and ‘value for money/inclusive bills’ but 
also the social opportunities larger developments offer.  Many comments, made by University of Nottingham 
students in particular, indicated that a move from halls/larger developments into the private sector (off-
street housing) in the second or subsequent year of the course was viewed as a ‘natural progression’ and a 
desirable step in gaining personal independence and maturity.    

As students progress through their studies their preference for a private rented house/flat increases with 
37% of first-years and those on one-year programmes preferring this accommodation type compared to 53% 
in second or subsequent years. 

 

There are also a number of reasons for the movement of students from outlying areas towards those areas 
surrounding the universities and the city centre. 

x There has been a continuing movement from purpose-built accommodation into the immediate 
surrounding areas for second- and third-year residence 

x Students are conscious of travel costs and time from areas farthest from  the universities/city centre 

x Students in city centre blocks tend not to socialise in Headingley or other outlying areas and so are less 
likely to see it as a preferential area for second- and third-year residence 

x There has been increasing evidence of ‘friends following friends’  to Hyde Park over recent years 

x There has been increasing demand from larger groups of students seeking larger properties close to the 
universities (Hyde Park and South Headingley). 

 

Interviews with landlords of off-street housing have shown some mixed feelings on strength of demand. All 
landlords interviewed have reported a shift in demand focus towards Hyde Park, but demand for other 
locations has been variable. 

x Landlords have reported increasing demand from larger groups of students seeking larger properties.  
This arises partly from mirroring the size of ‘clusters’ in purpose-built accommodation and partly from 
social networking. 

x Landlords who have stock in Hyde Park have reported very strong demand and that the vast majority of 
their properties have been let 

x Landlords with properties in Headingley have reported a much stronger demand in comparison to last 
year.  But the view is that demand for Headingley is ‘ticking over’ at best and ‘rescued by the ‘bulge’ in 
student numbers this year 


