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This data collected on the location of students , on the level of density of students withion local populations and 
of unlet properties confirms much anecdotal evidence collected from stakeholders : 
• little significant movement has taken place but there has been some movement.  The tables above shows a 

clear move of over 2,000 students to the Bramley, Kirkstall area, the city centre, Little London and the 
developments on Meanwood Road.  Outside of these areas and inner North West Leeds, some 3,300 
students are spread between 74 neighbourhoods. 

• the development of purpose-built housing in city centre fringe locations has brought some gradual spread 
into areas outside inner NW Leeds;  there has been some movement of students (approximately 90) from 
the Kirkstall Brewery complex to the adjacent area suggesting that movements of students may take place 
from purpose built housing to adjacent areas (possibly Chapeltown, Harehils and Chapel Allerton); 

• there is evidence of an internal movement within inner North West Leeds with the popularity of Hyde Park 
and Woodhouse increasing. Darren Smith’s research in 2003 showed 51% of students preferring to live in 
Headingley and 22% in Hyde Park while the recent Leeds University Union research showed 49% 
preferring Hyde Park and 36% Headingley. This appears to be accompanied by reducing demand in parts 
of Headingley and Meanwood and reduced occupation in Far Headingley and Kirkstall as choice increases 
in the ‘core’ areas of student population and as a result of Leeds Metropolitan University offering purpose 
built accommodation to all 1st year students. 

• some students, especially those based at the Leeds Metropolitan University city sites, have increasingly 
moved back towards Hyde Park with those at Headingley campus seeking housing close to the campus 

• the movement of students into Beckets Park and Far Headingley was partly driven by the shift in teaching 
by Leeds Metropolitan University from the city centre to the Headingley campus;  the accompanying closure 
of the campus based Halls of Residence and by the attractiveness of housing in the area (in both physical 
and investment terms) to parents buying to house their child for their duration at university.  However, with 
Leeds Metropolitan University proposing to move some teaching back to the City Site,  and with an ability 
now to offer all 1st year students university accommodation, this may lead to movement of students away  
from the Becketts Park area over the coming years; 

• There is some evidence of students, albeit small in extent, choosing to live at home while studying, either in 
Leeds, or in surrounding towns and cities, in order to save money or as a result of concerns over tuition 
fees and costs of housing and transport. 

Further analysis of student locations including analysis of which particular parts if inner North West Leeds have 
the highest concentrations of students is presented here but further analysis is required.  Research will also be 
taking place to track those entering purpose built accommodation and chart their moving intentions. 

Area of Housing Mix 
The Area of Student Housing restraint (ASHORE) was a planning policy proposed in the Leeds UDP review 
which aimed  to restrain the development of purpose built housing or conversion of residential housing to HMOs 
in a defined area –In his judgement on the Leeds UDP review.   
 
However,  the Planning Inspector rejected the ASHORE policy as potentially discriminatory, and instead 
recommended there be an Area of Housing Mix covering most parts of inner North West Leeds aimed at 
enabling through planning policy (H15) a mix of housing that can accommodate students while not 
unacceptably reducing the number of families living in the area and avoiding unreasonable impacts on residents 
and seeking housing development that will improve the total stock of student accommodation, relieve pressure 
on conventional housing and assist in regenerating areas in decline or at risk of decline. The Inspector also 
urged (through Policy H15A) the Council to work with the universities and with accommodation providers to 
promote student housing developments in other areas.” 
 
In particular, the Inspector proposed seeking [purpose-built] housing development that will improve the total 
stock of student accommodation, relieve pressure on conventional housing and assist in regenerating areas in 
decline or at risk of decline.  Although it should be noted that while the Council accepted most of the Inspector’s 
recommendations, the Council also decided to adopt the second part of Policy H15 [referring to purpose-built 
student housing] as supporting text rather than upper case policy because it concerns a cross-reference to 
Policy R1 and a commitment to “drawing up a Student Housing Strategy, not a policy for dealing with planning 
applications." 
 
Questions are now arising as to what balance or mix of housing tenures and household types is desired in inner 
North West Leeds.  Most parts of inner North West Leeds are diverse demographically and of mixed tenure, 
and have been so for many years, not withstanding the imbalance of student households over recent years. 
Some have promoted the increasing young professional market as the ‘seed bed’ of future families, while 
UNIPOL amongst others have pointed to the positive role that students with families living in certain areas can 
have, bringing tenant mix and protecting local school provision. 


