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According to figures released by Unipol, students now constitute 75% of the 
population of Little Woodhouse. This is higher than any other part of the 
city. The concentration of so many students in one place encourages high 
levels of anti-social behaviour. Every night, we are wakened by noisy 
students on their way home from the clubs and bars in town. We are also 
disturbed by noise from the crowds of students who congregate outside the 
massive Opal 1 student block. It’s only a small minority of students who 
cause problems, but a small minority of a very large number is itself a very 
large number. 
 
Getting something done about the noise has proved impossible. The 
council's noise nuisance team only responds to complaints about noise that 
emanates from within premises. They don't even register complaints made 
about noise on the streets. And the police don’t want to know about noise 
nuisance on the streets. 
 
The entire problem has been caused by the planning department. It was 
their decision to allow student tower blocks to be built here that increased 
student numbers by  several thousand. Their aim was to get students out of 
Headingley. But all they’ve done is to move a problem from one place to 
another. 
 
And now the planning department is considering allowing even more 
student tower blocks in Little Woodhouse. They are currently in talks with 
developers about allowing two eight storey blocks on the other side of the 
Belle Vue Road from two storey terrace housing..  
 
Government planning guidance, PPS1 states: ‘Development plans should 
promote development that creates socially inclusive communities, including 
suitable mixes of housing.’  But here in Leeds, the planning department is 
creating a ghetto right on our doorstep. 
 
Leeds planning guidance “Neighbourhoods for Living” states that buildings 
lower down a hill shouldn’t be higher than building further up the hill. But 
the planning department is content to allow tower blocks lower down the hill 
from Belle Vue Road, to tower over terrace houses further up the hill. 
 
The Kirkstall Road Renaissance Area Planning Framework published in 
January 2007 states, “The current proposals at various stages of progress 
are all for residential purposes: high-density cluster flats, including purpose 
built student accommodation. Therefore, the remaining potential 
redevelopment sites should only be developed for a non-residential purpose. 
In addition, further applications which create dominance of a particular 
tenure, such as student accommodation would not be acceptable.” But the 
planning department acts as if the Planning Framework didn’t exist 
  
In a March 2006 Yorkshire Evening Post article, Councillor Elizabeth Nash 
said,"It's right that students should be dispersed from places like 
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Headingley, but dispersed in the proper sense of the word and not 
concentrated in what I call townships like this one.” 
 
Please support the people of Little Woodhouse in our struggle to hold on to 
what's left of our quality of life. Please vote now to write to the development 
department and to say to them, in the words of Martin Blakey, “Enough is 
enough.” 


