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! Victorian architecture dominates the area, the status and complexity
varying from the ornate villas in the east to the back-to-backs in the
west. Large areas cleared in the 1970s have been replaced by modern,
simpler designs of originally Council housing.

! Added to that basic mix are the refined and well-proportioned
Georgian houses and terraces of Hanover Square and Woodhouse
Square, some recent student accommodation, and an estate  of 1930s
houses. Most of the oldest buildings, 17 of them listed, lie within one
of the three Conservation Areas (see Policy map). What distinguishes
them from their twentieth century counterparts is their quality of
materials, their intricate detailing, and in many cases their complexity
of form and roofscape (some sadly marred by over-large  dormer
windows.)

! Though mainly a residential area, there are also shops on Woodsley
Road and Park Lane. Many former houses close to the city centre are
now used by the University. The south side of Woodhouse Square is
office and education use (Swarthmore), and behind it the large former
mill at Joseph’s Well is now offices. Leeds City College (Park Lane
campus) has a good example of modern sustainable design in its
extension with a photovoltaic panelled wall.  In a prominent location
in the centre of the area, the three to four storey St Michael's College
on St John’s Road also occupies a large site.

! The topography plays a major part in creating the character of the
area. The marked slope down from north to south has resulted in
stepped terraces, a distinctive characteristic in the area. The steep
escarpment west and south of Belle View Road is marked by a
continuous line of terraces along that road and divides the area into
two distinct parts. These slopes create many vistas, with some
dramatic views to the skylines of Kirkstall and Armley.
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Small scale details can be attractive ...... .............................But easily spoilt by lack of  thought.
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