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Accommodation for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople 

5.2.28 In planning for all sections of the community to have access to decent housing, there is a 
need to make appropriate provision for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople. 
According to government guidance, Planning for Travellers Sites (2012), local planning 
authorities should identify a need for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople’s 

POLICY H6:  HOUSES IN MULTIPLE OCCUPATION (HMOs), STUDENT  
 ACCOMMODATION AND FLAT CONVERSIONS 

 
A)  Within the area of Leeds covered by the Article 4 Direction for Houses in Multiple 

Occupation (HMOs), Development proposals for new HMOs will be determined:  
(i)  To ensure that a sufficient supply of HMOs is maintained in Leeds, 
(ii) To ensure that HMOs are distributed in areas well connected to employment and  
      educational destinations associated with HMO occupants, 
(iii) To avoid detrimental impacts through high concentrations of HMOs, which would  
     undermine the balance and health of communities, 
(iv)To ensure that proposals for new HMOs address relevant amenity and parking  
      concerns, 

 (v)  To avoid the loss of existing housing suitable for family occupation in areas of  
       existing high concentrations of HMOs. 

 
B)   Development proposals for purpose built student accommodation will be controlled: 

(i) To help extend the supply of student accommodation taking pressure off the need 
for private housing to be used, 

(ii) To avoid the loss of existing housing suitable for family occupation, 
(iii) To avoid excessive concentrations of student accommodation (in a single 

development or in combination with existing accommodation) which would 
undermine the balance and wellbeing of communities, 

(iv) To avoid locations which are not easily accessible to the universities by foot or               
       public transport or which would generate excessive footfall through residential 
      areas which may lead to detrimental impacts on residential amenity,     
(v)  The proposed accommodation provides satisfactory internal living accommodation     

in terms of daylight, outlook and juxtaposition of living rooms and bedrooms. 
 
C)   Development proposals for conversion of existing houses into flats will be accepted 

where all the following criteria apply: 
(i) The property is not a back-to-back dwelling, 
(ii) The property is of sufficient size (min. 100 sqm gross) and the internal layout is 

shown to be suitable for the number of units proposed,  
(iii) The impact on neighbouring dwellings is not likely to be detrimental to the amenity 

of their occupants by virtue of the conversion alone or cumulatively with a 
concentration of converted dwellings, HMOs, or residential institutions,  

(iv) Where there is a demand for family sized accommodation and the property has (or 
has the potential for provision of) good access to suitable space for private 
recreation, provision is normally made for at least one family sized unit in the 
proposed mix of flats,  

(v) Sufficient easily accessible and appropriately located off and on street car and 
cycle parking is incorporated,  

(vi) The proposed dwellings provide satisfactory internal living accommodation in terms 
of daylight, outlook and juxtaposition of living rooms and bedrooms,  

(vii) Each dwelling has safe and secure (and where possible, level) access from the   
street and any parking areas and suitable accessible enclosures are provided for 
refuse storage. 


