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development will be controlled to channel this provision into existing and new local 
convenience centres within the City Centre along with complementary convenience 
facilities (e.g. dry cleaners, off-licenses, banking facilities, medical facilities, cafés, and 
pubs). Existing local convenience centres include:  

 
• Leeds Dock,   
• Great George St,  
• Woodhouse Lane (University), and  
• Wellington Street. 

 
Further local convenience centres may be identified in response to new evidence or 
new development 

 
Conservation 

5.1.11 The City Centre has Anglo-Saxon origins and a medieval layout in part, but it is its 
Victorian buildings which mark it out.  John Betjeman said that “No City in the North of 
England has so fine a swagger...” There are hundreds of listed buildings in the City 
Centre, many highly graded such as the Town Hall and the Corn Exchange (both 
designed by Cuthbert Broderick). 

 
5.1.12 The historic environment is the backdrop for many of the economic and cultural activities 

that make Leeds City Centre successful, which is a testament to a flexible policy of 
adaptation. The re-use of historic buildings and spaces has been combined with 
innovative design which has made for the stimulating townscape combining the best of 
the old with the best of the new. 

 
5.1.13 Most of the City Centre is within a conservation area which was has evolved by 

amalgamation and extension since the 1970s.  As the shape and pattern of economic 
development of the City Centre changes and the appreciation of heritage expands, the 
boundary of the conservation area needs to adapt. The existing conservation area 
boundary needs to be reviewed following an appraisal of the character and appearance 
of the conservation area and management policies adopted which reflect on conservation 
practice over the last twenty years. 

 
 

A Growing Residential Community 
5.1.14 With significant house building between 1995 and 2010 a substantial residential 

population exists in the City Centre. Despite the recession and pause in construction 
activity, City living remains extremely popular with little vacancy. Considerable land 
opportunities exist in the City Centre to boost the residential population further. It is 
important that efforts are made to make best use of this opportunity in order to make 
efficient use of land and provide a wide housing offer for Leeds as a whole, as delivery of 
housing in the City Centre is key to the overall delivery of the Core Strategy. However, 
with some of the first residents putting down roots and wanting to continue to live in the 
City Centre it is important that a wider variety of sizes and types of housing are made 
available than have previously been built. In line with Policy H4 Housing Mix, major 
housing developments across the City Centre will be expected to contribute to a wider 
mix of dwelling sizes. Potential for  creation of family friendly environments exist on the 
fringes of the City Centre where densities can be lower, and more green space and 
supporting services can be delivered, including medical and education services.  The City 
Centre remains a good location for purpose built student housing, but excessive 
concentrations in one area should be avoided in line with Policy H6. 

 


