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generally in the second part of Policy H15 which provides a starting point 
for area based work to develop detailed proposals and projects in co-
operation with stakeholders. 

 
Area of Housing Mix 
 

7.5.31 Planning control over student housing is limited because a change from a 
family dwelling to one occupied by students living together as a household 
does not generally require planning permission.  Accordingly it is only 
purpose-built student housing, extensions to existing properties occupied 
by students and changes of use that will require permission. 

 
7.5.32 Within these limitations the Council will use its development control 

powers to manage provision of additional student housing as far as 
possible so as to maintain a diverse housing stock that will cater for all 
sectors of the population including families.  It will also encourage 
proposals for purpose-built student housing, specifically reserved and 
managed for that purpose, that will improve the total stock of student 
accommodation, relieve pressure on conventional housing and assist in 
regenerating areas in decline or at risk of decline.  This approach will 
apply within an Area of Housing Mix covering Headingley, Hyde Park, 
Burley and Woodhouse where students form a significant part of the 
population, together with the adjoining areas of Moor Grange and 
Lawnswood where pressure is likely for further student housing. 

 
7.5.33 The Council will also work with the universities and with providers of 

student accommodation to agree a student housing strategy for the Area 
which will aim to strike a balance between this and other forms of housing;  
to set out Headingley’s role in terms of accommodating student housing 
and to progressively improve the student housing stock. 

 
 ___________________________________________________________ 
 

POLICY H15 
 

WITHIN THE AREA OF HOUSING MIX PLANNING PERMISSION WILL 
BE GRANTED FOR HOUSING INTENDED FOR OCCUPATION BY 
STUDENTS, OR FOR THE ALTERATION, EXTENSION OR 
REDEVELOPMENT OF ACCOMMODATION CURRENTLY SO 
OCCUPIED WHERE: 

 
i) THE STOCK OF HOUSING ACCOMMODATION, INCLUDING 

THAT AVAILABLE FOR FAMILY OCCUPATION, WOULD NOT BE 
UNACCEPTABLY REDUCED IN TERMS OF QUANTITY AND 
VARIETY; 

 
ii) THERE WOULD BE NO UNACCEPTABLE EFFECTS ON 

NEIGHBOURS’ LIVING CONDITIONS INCLUDING THROUGH 
INCREASED ACTIVITY, OR NOISE AND DISTURBANCE, EITHER 
FROM THE PROPOSAL ITSELF OR COMBINED WITH EXISTING 



HOUSING 

LEEDS UDP REVIEW – VOLUME 1: WRITTEN STATEMENT – ADOPTED JULY 2006 173

SIMILAR ACCOMMODATION; 
 

iii) THE SCALE AND CHARACTER OF THE PROPOSAL WOULD BE 
COMPATIBLE WITH THE SURROUNDING AREA; 

 
iv) SATISFACTORY PROVISION WOULD BE MADE FOR CAR 

PARKING;  AND 
 

v) THE PROPOSAL WOULD IMPROVE THE QUALITY OR VARIETY 
OF THE STOCK OF STUDENT HOUSING.  

________________________________________________________ 
 
 
7.5.34 The area of housing mix is identified under policy R2 as an area policy 

initiative where the council will work with the universities, providers of 
student accommodation and the local community to draw up a student 
housing strategy.  So far as is possible in planning terms that strategy will: 

 
x manage provision of new student accommodation so as to maintain a 

reasonable balance with other types of housing 
x seek progressive improvement of the student housing stock 
x identify opportunities for provision of purpose-built and managed 

student housing that would reduce pressure on the rest of the housing 
stock. 

 
7.5.35 Outside of the Area of Housing Mix, students make up a small fraction of 

the population.  This is beginning to change in the City Centre where a 
number of student accommodation schemes are materialising.  Significant 
potential exists for further student housing provision in the City Centre and 
in locations elsewhere.  To be successful, such provision will need to be 
well served by public transport connections to the Universities, have the 
potential to appeal to students and be capable of being assimilated into 
the existing neighbourhood without nuisance.  The City Council will 
encourage and support pioneer developments in such locations to help 
establish a critical mass of student presence and, ultimately, generate 
alternative popular locations for students to live, other than the wider 
Headingley area.  In order to boost the attractiveness of developments in 
new locations and counter negative perceptions of insecurity, there will be 
a need for good design, and measures such as good lighting, CCTV, 
secure parking, good visibility, and habitable room windows overlooking 
spaces to provide natural surveillance.  Consideration should extend 
beyond the boundaries of the site to ensure that the development 
integrates into the neighbourhood and enhances security for all. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
POLICY H15A 

 
 THE COUNCIL WILL WORK WITH THE UNIVERSITIES AND WITH 

ACCOMMODATION PROVIDERS TO PROMOTE STUDENT HOUSING 
DEVELOPMENTS IN OTHER AREAS BY IDENTIFYING AND 
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BRINGING FORWARD FOR DEVELOPMENT SITES THAT WOULD 
SATISFY THE CRITERIA SET OUT BELOW: 

 
i) HAVE GOOD CONNECTIONS BY PUBLIC TRANSPORT TO THE 

UNIVERSITIES, EITHER EXISTING OR TO BE PROVIDED TO 
SERVE THE DEVELOPMENT;  OR BE CLOSE ENOUGH TO 
ENABLE EASY TRAVEL  ON FOOT OR BY CYCLE; 

 
ii) BE ATTRACTIVE TO STUDENTS TO LIVE AND OF SUFFICIENT 

SCALE TO FORM A VIABLE STUDENT COMMUNITY, EITHER IN 
THEMSELVES OR IN ASSOCIATION WITH OTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS; 

 
iii) BE WELL INTEGRATED INTO THE SURROUNDING AREA IN 

TERMS OF SCALE, CHARACTER AND ASSOCIATED SERVICES 
AND FACILITIES; 

 
iv) CONTRIBUTE DIRECTLY TO THE REGENERATION OF THE 

SURROUNDING AREA, PREFERABLY AS PART OF 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROPOSALS;  AND 

 
v) NOT UNACCEPTABLY AFFECT THE QUALITY, QUANTITY OR 

VARIETY OF THE LOCAL HOUSING STOCK.    
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Accommodation needs of Travellers and Travelling Show-people 
 
7.5.36 Following the publication in 1992 of its consultation paper "Reform of the 

Caravan Sites Act 1968", the Government has announced that it intends 
to repeal the duty of local authorities to provide accommodation for 
travellers under the Caravan Sites Act 1968.  Whilst local authorities 
would continue to have discretionary powers to provide sites for travellers, 
under the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960, the 
Government proposes to remove financial assistance for the provision of 
these sites.  This legislation, which forms part of the Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Bill, is due to be enacted by Parliament in July 1994.  The 
intention is that this measure will lead to more travellers applying for 
planning permission and then buying their own sites to develop and 
manage.  More private sites could release pitches on local authority sites 
for travellers most in need of public provision. In the longer term, the 
Government's proposals are likely to result in a move towards smaller, 
self-contained travellers' sites, based on the extended families which form 
a stable base of the Leeds' traveller population.  

 
7.5.37 Circular 1/94, "Gypsy Sites and Planning", revises guidance on aspects of 

sites for the accommodation of travellers.  The Circular advises that 
planning applications for travellers should be treated in the same way as 
other developments, and that the special consideration which was 
previously afforded to gypsy sites in the Green Belt should be removed.  


