
application, or the local planning authority may request that the applicant resubmits. 
In both cases, a fee would be payable.  

 
Determining the application 

 
23. How should local planning authorities approach these applications? 

 
In current circumstances, local planning authorities should take a positive and 
constructive approach towards applications which improve the prospect of 
sustainable development being taken forward quickly. The development proposed in 
an application for extension will by definition have been judged to be acceptable in 
principle at an earlier date. While these applications should, of course, be 
determined in accordance with s.38(6) of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase 
Act 2004, local planning authorities should, in making their decisions, focus their 
attention on development plan policies and other material considerations which may 
have changed significantly since the original grant of permission.  

 
24. Do local planning authorities have to grant an application to extend the 

time limits for implementation? 
 

No. This process is not a rubber stamp. Local planning authorities may refuse 
applications to extend the time limit for permissions where changes in the 
development plan or other relevant material considerations indicate the proposal 
should no longer be treated favourably.   

 
25. What are the statutory consultation requirements for non-EIA applications?  
 
Where the application is to extend the time limits for a non-EIA scheme, local 
planning authorities have discretion to decide which statutory consultees listed in the 
table in schedule 5 to the DMPO should be consulted.  

 
Local planning authorities should take a proportionate approach to consultation. In 
deciding which bodies to consult, they may wish to take into account which statutory 
consultees had a particular interest in the proposal, or raised concerns about it, at 
the time of the original application. 

 
26. What are the statutory consultation requirements for EIA applications? 

 
Where the application is to extend the time limits for an EIA scheme, local planning 
authorities do not have any discretion to choose which bodies they consult under 
schedule 5 to the DMPO. The EIA Regulations require statutory consultees to be 
consulted when formal scoping is requested by a developer and when an 
environmental statement is received.  
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