
From: Freda Matthews   
Sent: 22 October 2010 16:15  
To: Alun Hayes; Sophie Taylor; 
Cc: Patrick Hall  
Subject: 46 Burley St meeting 
  
Dear Sophie and Alun 
Thank you for spending time with us today re the 46 Burley St 
development, listening to our concerns and ideas and walking the patch 
Before we report back to our committee I would just like to confirm a few 
details: 
  
• The development is likely to be aimed at Student residents with mix of 

cluster and studio flats (160 units), a 5 storey building to match 
former PO building at other side of the Mount (the narrow road at 
the side down to Burley St).  

• Your sketch appeared to include units on the ground floor (in Burley 
St) for use by other outlets, was this replicated on the Park Lane 
frontage?  The proposed building would cover the whole site with 
no parking provision and no green space to the outside. 

  
Our concerns were 
• saturation of purpose built student accommodation in the 

vicinity. 
• balance of population in the surrounding area ie student versus 

more permanent residents crucial to a viable and active 
community 

• 160 units would bring in another sizeable number of students to 
the area, the cluster flats alone with at least  5 to 6  residents 
each 

• kind of flats suggested: cluster flats link it irretrievably to 
student occupation (a sustainability issue) single or double 
units would make it available to key workers/young 
professionals especially in view of possible drop in student 
numbers 

• Height of building key to outlook of the whole area. While we 
understand the relationship to the neighbouring building we 
are concerned at the effect of its proposed height on the 
small scale residential properties directly above the 
proposed building (the neighbouring building is just out of 
the sight line being on the bend of Park Lane) 

• no parking provision would mean more cars would be parked 
elsewhere in the area eg on the Mount (already impassable) 
and Park Lane 



• Our needs here to sustain a viable community: are affordable 
housing; housing for key workers/young 
professionals/retired people/ family housing 

• The area's proximity to the city centre makes it a desirable area 
for all age groups and the turnover of houses/flats from more 
permanent residents is very low as it is regarded as good 
place to live, the increase in student occupation is its only 
downside. 

• We have also mentioned the area's need for spaces for artists: 
live/work units 

I include a quote from one of our colleagues who was unable to 
come to the meeting: 
"Whoever goes{to the meeting}, could they please ensure 
that height and potential view blocking of houses in The 
Kendals is at the top of the agenda and is a big NO! 
If we are to have yet more accommodation please let it not 
be for students or HMO's, we are already busting at the 
seams. 
The building mass currently in place has a clear expanse of 
north light which many artists are interested in.  If we are to 
have yet more accommodation please let it not be for 
students or HMO's, we are already busting at the seams.   
Merely a gut feeling and based on conversations with 
artistes over the years, but there are very few live/work 
studios spaces in Leeds.  Developers could contact lvaf 
(Leeds Visual Arts Forum) and get a sense of the market 
....look at the new houses on South West corner of Hanover 
Square to get a sense of best practice. in terms of texture, 
bulk and appropriateness in the community." 
  
I hope you got a flavour of our area, its present developments (the 
quality of the above houses/flats) and its possibilities for future 
building and our aspirations as a community for the future 
  
Kind regards 
Freda Matthews	


